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DRIVING GUIDE TO CAPE TRIBULATION FROM THE FERRY

Some general advice

The Daintree River ferry is the gateway into the one of the most scenic drives in the
world - the Daintree Coast. Take your time and enjoy the journey to Cape Tribulation.
The road is narrow and winding. Please allow faster traffic to pass as soon as it is safe
and stop only where you can pull off the road to do so.

The Daintree River

You have an ideal opportunity to view crocodiles and the bird life on the river by taking
a cruise. All the cruises depart from the south side of the river. Nice n Easy River Cruises
and Bruce Belcher@ Daintree River Cruises (5 kms on the road to Daintree Village) are
recommended.

The Daintree Ferry

There are public toilets on the south side of the ferry. Check out the model of the
Cassowary and the chicks, so that you know what they look like. This is the last place
where you can use your mobile phone. You have the option to purchase a 4 day ferry
pass. A Return trip costs $20. You must remain in your vehicle while you are travelling
on the ferry. When you drive off the ferry, pull over to the left and let the local traffic
pass. You will have a more relaxing journey to Cape Trib if you let the local traffic get
away.

Cassowary Signs
The first Cassowary sign is 6 km north of the ferry, when you enter the first patch of
rainforest. Slow down as this is a crossing point for one of the local birds. If you are on
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the road early you have a good chance of seeing one. There are at least four known
cassowary-crossing points on the road to Cape Tribulation. Keep watch for the signs.

The Alexandra Range Lookout ¢ Walu Wugirriga
Features along the coastline starting from the closest seaward point:
Snapper Island - a continental island surrounded by a fringing reef.

Daintree River mouth

Low Isles - two sand cays 15 km north east of Port Douglas

Wonga Beach

Port Douglas and Island Point - the Marina Mirage is very noticeable

Harris Peak - pyramid like behind Pot Douglas

Double Island near Palm Cove (on a clear day)
Dawn at the look out is spectacular with the sun rising over the Coral Sea and the islands
and river mouth gradually becoming visible.

Alexandra Range

This drive over the Alexander range is a stunning scenic rainforest drive, and one of the
most spectacular in the world - it has a sympathetic conservation design and its
meandering nature enhances the ecotourism experience.

As you descend from the look-out there are several glimpses of views of the Daintree
coastline. It is illegal to stop because of the double lines.

Jindalba Visitor Area
Turn off into Tulip Oak Road and follow it to the end. There are toilets and picnic
shelters here, and both a short loop and a long loop walk.

Daintree Discovery Centre

You may like to spend some time here in the interpretation centre, climbing the canopy
tower, and exploring the canopy walkways. The centre has won many awards and has
become a regional benchmark for environmental interpretation in Far North
Queensland. There is an entry fee, as the centre is self funded ¢ you can return for 5
days at no extra charge.
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Cow Bay

Early settlers arrived here in the 1880s and grew crops in the area - the Chinese grew
dry rice, and maize and sugar cane were grown here. In 1929 there was a banana
plantation and tropical fruit grown, but it was not successful. Pineapples were tried in
the 1950s and timber cutting and cattle fattening also occurred.

Cow Bay Beach
Turn right into Buchanan Rd and travel the 6km down to the Cow Bay Beach, for a
wonderful remote beach, and a long beach walk.

Rainforest Village
This is the last available petrol stop.

Cooper Creek ¢ Thornton Beach
Thornton Beach is a great place to walk along the beach and explore the mouth of
Cooper Creek. Watch out for crocodiles.

Marrdja Boardwalk
The Marrdja boardwalk goes out to Noahs Creek where there is a viewing platform. A
circular route takes about 30 minutes.

Noahs Range

This is the last range before you reach the Cape Tribulation area. Great views of Cape
Tribulation and the fringing reef as you descend from Noahs Range into the Cape Trib
valley.

Coconut Beach

The beach can be seen from the road. Coconut Beach has a large fringing reef which is
exposed at low tide. You will notice the road divides to go around a large rainforest tree.
This is a Kwila (Australian Teak) - renowned for its timber. There is a large fringing reef
with a steep drop off, which provides excellent fishing with handlines at low tide out on
the reef edge. You can walk north to the river mouth of Myall Creek.
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Cape Tribulation

At Masons Information Centre and Shop there is a swimming hole on Myall Creek is
open to the public. There is also a walk opposite the shop which goes down to Myall
Beach. Just past the shop is a Quandong plantation. These trees were planted by Paul
Mason in 1987, as a commercial rainforest plantation timber trial.

Dubuji Boardwalk
You can walk on a boardwalk through the forest and also gain access to Myall Beach at
this point. Barbecues, picnic shelters, toilets are located here.

Myall Beach

Access to Myall Beach is via the mangrove boardwalk alongside PKs Jungle Village. There
are four different species of mangrove that can be viewed in the 100 metres of
boardwalk.

The Bat House

The Bat House is a volunteer run, accredited Wet Tropics Visitor Centre and is so named
because there is always a pet flying-fox in attendance. Environmental and tourist
information.

End of sealed road
Just after The Bat House, the sealed road finishes. You can turn right into Kulki and park.

Kulki ¢ Cape Tribulation Beach

Has toilets and picnic tables and can be quite crowded with day visitors. The beach is
very shallow and sheltered. The dive boats depart from here. You can walk to the look-
out ¢ 10 minutes - or head north to the Cape Trib Beach House - 20 minutes.
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